
care and support tools

Outcome-focused
Understand the needs of each student 
to ensure they can reach their potential 
in any education setting.

A fairer approach
Provide fair and consistent levels of funding 
using a configurable banding approach.

Confident and defensible decisions
Make evidence-based and defensible 
top-up funding decisions.

Digital platform available 

Can be used within the simple and intuitive 
cloud-based Imosphere software. 
Also available pre-built within Liquidlogic 
software and potential to use in other case 
management systems.

Why is an Education Banding Tool 
needed?

Local Authorities (LAs) are experiencing
an increased demand for services for
children and young people with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND).

With needs rising in volume and in
complexity, spend is often exceeding
available resources.

Formulate for SEND is an education banding 
tool that supports LAs in allocating top-up
funding fairly and accurately. It improves
the management of resources while
helping to deliver better outcomes.

Allocate top-up 
funding fairly and 
accurately
for students
with SEND

FORMULATE FOR SEND (EDUCATION BANDING TOOL)

• Co-produced with Local Authorities and schools

• Capture the needs of the child or young person

• Identify their barriers to achieving outcomes

• Estimate top-up funding fairly and consistently

• Model the impact of different funding configurations

formulate
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Fair and accurate Estimated Top-up Funding 
Upon completion of the Needs Profile, an ‘Education 
Band’ and resultant Estimated Budget for Top-up 
Funding are calculated by Formulate, based on the 
pattern of needs identified and the agreed local 
configuration.

Outputs delivered to the user of the tool include:

• Quality Assurance Feedback - an automatic check 
for any inconsistencies in the Needs Profile ‘scoring’

• Education Band (between 0 and 10) - with options 
for graduation between bands where preferred 
locally

• Description of how the Education Band was 
determined

• Annual Estimated Budget for Top-up Funding - with 
option for a funding range where preferred locally

Child & Young Person’s Needs Profile

Formulate includes our well-established Needs Profile. This captures information about 
the child or young person’s needs and outcomes in an education setting and provides an 
essential framework for EHC Planning. It covers:

• Education setting, planned attendance and 
Key Stage

• Identified area(s) of SEN
• Communicating well
• Achieving potential for learning
• Developing and enjoying recreation activities
• Forming positive relationships
• Maintaining emotional well-being

• Dealing successfully with change
• Being independent with self-care, mobility and 

motor skills
• Managing behaviour and risk
• Impact of sensory impairment / processing 

difficulty
• Preparing for further education and adulthood

For more information or to book a demo, go to www.imosphere.com/send

The Education Banding Tool promotes fairness, consistency and 
transparency in decision making. It is easy to use, can be easily explained to 

all stakeholders as a process for decision making, and importantly can be 
tailored to meet local resources. Imosphere are also always willing to work 

with authorities to adapt the tool to reflect what they need.
Michael Curnow, Peopletoo


